GABORONE FILM SOCIETY Please Post
Maru a Pula School, AV Centre — Tuesdays 7 p.m. promptly 

Membership call: Jamil Ahmad 355-2493: Dimitri Totev 7251-0408:  Sheldon Weeks 392-5005 [email:gudrun@info.bw]
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December 2008 — South American Films

2
Historia Minimas (2002) — Carlos Sorin
Don Justo Benedictis (superbly acted by Antonio Benedicti) in the village of Fitz Roy in central Santa Cruz, Argentina (known as Patagonia to the rest of the world), has run a roadside store, “California”, all his working life, but now elderly, retired and not well, his son and daughter-in-law manage the shop and treat him with indifferent paternalism. The titles open with Don Justo trying to pass an eye test. He begs the bored ophthalmologist, saying he will only drive in town, and needs to get about. But then, three years ago, an accident happened and he has been confined to sitting in front of his store observing the cars and trucks go by and wiggling his ears for demanding children. The film opens with a young mother, María Flores (acted by a subdued beauty Javiera Bravo), who lives in a railway station, being told by a friend that she has won on a TV show and must go 300 km across the pampas to the provincial capital of Puerto San Julián to claim her prize. It is 91 minutes long, in Spanish with English subtitles. It is rated 15 plus.

9
Central Station (1998) — Walter Salles

Set in Brazil “Central Station” has many unique qualities and twist on the normal genre of sour old man; a charming orphan, another Oliver; a road trip introducing a nation, or part of it, to the viewer; a journey of self-discovery. “Central Station” transcends these worn models. Dora (Fernanda Montenegro), a former teacher, makes her living writing letters for illiterate people. She sets up her portable desk at Rio de Janeiro’s main railroad station. An older woman, with lots of wrinkles and spectacles, she knows how to make people trust her. They pay for both the writing of the letter and her posting it. Dora, a very tough woman, augments her earnings by failing to post the letters she has written. With her friend Irene, (Marilia Pera), she reads them, and some she rips up, some she puts into a drawer labelled “purgatory”, and a few, to sustain credibility, get posted. It is 106 minutes long. It is in Portuguese with English subtitles. It is rated 15 +.  

16
Macunaíma (1969) — Joaquim Pedro de Andrade
In Brazil for “Macunaíma” to have a name beginning with the letter “M” is a Misfortune. Deep in the jungle of the upper Amazon a birth occurs. Out comes a baby (acted by the adult Grande Otelo) who by the time he is six still cannot speak. His name is Macunaíma. He lives with his elderly mother (acted by Paulo José), his brothers Maanape (Rodolfo Arena) and Jiquê (Milton Gonçalves). Jiquê has a young woman living with him on the family “plantation” (really an underdeveloped tropical rainforest spread), Sofara (Joana Fomm). Macunaíma is very precocious. He says to Sofara, “Take me in your arms, you are very beautiful”. The sibling race has commenced. Jiquê sends Sofara away and brings in a new woman, Iquiri (Maria Do Rosario). Macunaíma proves his skill at hunting, but when the floods come they are forced to shelter in trees. Fishing is a precarious activity because of, not the Piranhas, but the Coduis (a tiny fish that penetrates up the urethra). It is 110 minutes long. It is in Portuguese with English sub-titles. It is rated 18 plus. 

January 2009 — Brazilian Film Festival 

Four films showing on 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th of January — To Be Announced [TBA]

